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The overall study is a combination of previous 
studies done in Dissertation (ARC 726> in the 
th i rd semester and El ec't i ve wh i ch was done 
in the fourth and final semester. 
The intention is to clarify the issue that was 
carried out in the topic and a subject require-
ment for both mentioned paper. 
The study will investigate the positive and 
negative effect of the modernisation process on 
traditional design of furniture. 
The objectives of the study are$ 
1. To classify and catergorize traditional 
furniture design. 
2. To pinpoint the basic elements within these 
designs. 
3. To investigate various new methods and materials 
in the furniture making industry. 
4. To conclude as to the effects and also the future 
role of the traditional furniture design. 
The study wi11 also cover these aspects in brief: 
1. Traditional furniture design concepts, evolution, 
methods of construction and materials 
used 
and.•. 
2. Modern Furniture design in relation to our 
local context in term of construction and materi 
al s 
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1 . O I N T R O D U C T I O N 
Malaysian traditional furniture has its own character-
i sties and values. Despite al 1 of the discrepancies in 
determining the agreed form of 'traditional furniture' 
several opinions and ideas should be analyzed thorough" 
ly. This is because there is no standard guidelines or 
rule to be used as a standard scale in identifying what 
is 'Malay Traditional Furniture'. Within that study the 
form of approach should be look as furniture design in 
the general term. 
'Traditional' as described by the Oxford Dictionary 
stated as somethi ng to be based on or obtai ned by 
tradition. 1 
'Furniture' then was described as moveable contents of 
building or room, accesories far example handles or 
locks on door. 
However from the term stated by the Dept of Etanology, 
*? 
- the meaning of traditional furniture must comply to 
any furniture made in the traditional style and carves 
with the traditional motifs without changing the chate-
gory of design. 
1. Oxford Dictionary <New Edition) - London Press 
2. Department of Etanology , Murium Negara Malaysia 
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